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We have created a vocabulary list in collaboration with 
teachers and students which allows them to engage 
with subjects that they have told us are meaningful 
and interesting, as well as providing a strong linguistic 
and cultural foundation. The vocabulary list includes 
many of the basic and familiar words which you will 
already cover across key stage 3, as well as adding new 
and up-to-date content to reflect the diversity of our 
students and their diverse range of interests such as 
social equality, gaming, social media and the 
environment (p. 45).

--

What did this collaborative creation of the vocabulary 
list with teachers and students look like? 

+
Who defines a ‘strong cultural foundation’?





Pearson Edexcel GCSE French 

FOUNDATION

Scheme of Work

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/french-2024.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments


‘Quoique des îles comme la Martinique et le Madagascar continuent de faire partie de la 
France, l'Algérie ne fait plus partie de la France d'outre-mer et donc elle n’est pas dans le 
groupe de pays faisant partie de la francophonie. Par contre, l’Algérie était une colonie de la 
France de l'année1830 jusqu’à 1962 quand les Algériens ont gagné leur indépendance.’

Words/expressions from list?

L’Algérie, la France d’outre mer, la Francophonie, Jusque, Partie, Gagner, Année, 
Indépendance, Donc, Leur, Faire/faisait/faisant (de), Être, par contre, continuer (de), etc.

So what's missing? 

Algérien(s), Colonie, Colonialisme, Guerre...



The past as object of focus?



Melina Irvine, ‘Exploring the Islamic influence on French culture and language’

https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/asset-library/ZIP/Secondary/modern-languages/Permission-to-Speak/C0218-PTS-Islam-influence.zip






Or are we still tinkering at the 
edges?



‘Discipline “makes” individuals; it is the specific technique of a power that regards individuals 
both as objects and as instruments of its exercise’ (Foucault, Discipline and Punish, p. 170)

‘Violence as a cultural relation enacted through the disciplining apparatuses of colonialism’ 
(Leonardo 2025, p. 1105).  

‘Transforming the definition of the intellectual as amateur inaugurates a sub specialization in 
education, namely educational criticism, by troubling, if not abandoning, a long-held belief 
that teachers should function as experts, whether from the left or right. This is less about 
disabusing teachers from having expertise, which they clearly have, and more about how they 
function within education and their relationship with knowledge production.’ (Leonardo 2025, 
p. 1104). 
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Thank you for listening
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